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Dear GFI Family

The year has come to an end. It has been another
amazing year. The Lord’s faithfulness in keeping this ministry
has never changed. He’s heart is for strong families. In this He
has never held back any resources. We really are in awe how
He has kept His hands firmly over the growth and direction of
this ministry.

The many new families that we have met, the new
partners that we have come into acquaintance. Indeed the
honour is ours. Thank you all for making the ministry richer just
by being our partners. May the Lord’s blessings continue to
surround you.

Andj & Dorcas Li

Classes starting in Jan 2007

6 Jan FCBC

10 Jan FCBC

20 Jan Covenant EFC
21 Jan FCBC/CMC

21 Jan FCBC/CMC
Module 3
Module 1&2

Registration from GFI web

Infant
Toddler
Virtuous
Innocent

Virtuous
Chinese
English

Camp Wattle Grove, Perth,
Western Australia
Apr 5to 9, 2007
A$195/person
Children programme avail.

www.gfi.org.au

I " #3$$5%

Details will be available on
website at later date

More things are caught than taught

Holiday Lessons from a Child’s Perspective

When you constantly ask me what I want and what 1’'m going to get,
I learn that the holidays are for GETTING
When you tell me I’d better be good,
I learn that holidays are CONDITIONAL.
When you make promises and don’t keep them,
I learn that holidays are a DISAPPOINTMENT.
When you are short tempered and make idle threats,
I learn that holidays are UNPREDICTABLE.
When you hit and scream,
I learn that holidays are SCARY.
When you are mean and lose control,
I learn that holidays are DISASTER.
When you drink and eat too much,
I learn than holidays are INDULGENCE.
When you hurry around, get up early, and stay up late,
I learn that holidays are BUSY
When | see the lights and smell the cookies,
I learn that holidays are PLEASURE.
When you do things for other people and help me do the same,
I learn that holidays are SHARING.
When you buy and make gifts for others,
I learn that holidays are GIVING.
When you hum to yourself and smile at strangers,
I learn that holidays are PEACE.
When you stop in your busy day and spend time with me,
I learn that holidays are LOVE.
‘Along the Way’ a CFH Newsletter, Vol. 3 Issue 1

Key Principle:
Virtuous Way Chapter 17
Building a Healthy Family

Approve that which is excellent.




The Making of Generation X-mas

By Ben Ortlip

Whether you realize it nor not, you could be

grooming your child to be part of a new generation of
people that is increasingly numb to the spiritual
significance of Christmas. We call them Generation X-
mas. Sure, they can give you all the right answers about
what the holidays mean. But at the motivational level,
they are at best confused about what Christmas really
stands for. Without meaning to, and without even
knowing it, their parents have taken the Christ out of
these kids' Christmas.
To keep this from happening in your family, you must
first familiarize yourself with the process that goes on in
your child's mind as he is introduced to this thing called
Christmas. Your child enters life with a clean slate. He
has no pre-existing perception of the meaning of
Christmas. If he grew up on a deserted island, he would
never know the holiday existed. The only concept he
develops about Christmas is the one he learns from you
and the rest of his culture. That process goes something
like this:

Phase One. Somewhere between ages 1-3 your
child begins to pick up on the fact that there's something
special about this time of year. At first, he can't
comprehend exactly what it is. All he knows is that it's
not like the rest of the year. Mommy and Daddy talk
about the events with excitement in their voices. They
bring strange objects into the house and spend large
chunks of time preparing for something important. It's
during this critical time that your child is taught simply
to place great value on this thing called Christmas. He
creates a special place in his heart for values that will be
identified at a later date.

Phase Two. Between ages 4-6, your child
begins the process of identifying the various values
associated with Christmas and implanting them in that
special place in his heart reserved for them. He has
already learned the importance of Christmas. That is a
given. Now it's simply a matter of learning what makes
Christmas so special. When you taste a new recipe,
instantly you know how good it tastes, even if you don't
know the ingredients. Later, you may discover that it's
the flavor of sun-dried tomatoes you like so much, and
you conclude, "I like sun-dried tomatoes.” Similarly, in
this phase, your child begins to sort out the contents of
this great thing known as Christmas. If he discovers that
the key ingredient is a present, then he'll conclude, "I
like presents!" If the key ingredient is a Savior, then
he'll place a great value on it. If he discerns that there's
no single key ingredient, just a hodge-podge of different
elements, then he'll assign a generic value to each one.
Whatever he finds to be associated with Christmas, he
assigns it the value he's been taught by the world around
him and logs the information away in his mind for
future reference. This is the basic process of developing
one'sworldview.

Problems begin when the child is unable to draw
solid conclusions about the real substance of Christmas. In
church, he hears that its about the baby Jesus. On
television, the emphasis in on a handful of exciting cartoon
specials. And everywhere else, the star attraction is a fat
man that wants to give him everything he wants — if he's
been really good. To a child, each one contains an element
of fantasy. Which one he believes us up for grabs at this
point.

Most of the time, parents do little to resolve the
dilemma. We dive head-first into the festivities eager to
pass on the tradition, but fail to provide a true focal point
for our children to latch onto. We think our verbal
explanations help to put things in the proper perspective,
but our children learn not so much your words but by
watching our actions and the actions of the culture we
embrace. Even if celebrating is a spiritual experience for
you, your actions might still be saying, "Hey kids, I'm so
excited about this song on the radio, and all these presents,
and the decorations, and getting ready for Santa to
come...". The traditions we practice as part of Christmas
range from sacred to amusing to downright frivolous. As
we partake in the American Christmas, the message we
send our children can be very confusing.

If the focal point is not clear, or if it changes
from year to year (Santa’s not real after all) your child will
grow up without a distinct concept of Christmas.
Intellectually, he may sort it out later, but the process may
cause him to be cautious about celebrating at the
emotional level. He may have mixed feelings about the
whole purpose of the holidays. This is why we have
phrases like "the true meaning of Christmas." The solution
is not necessarily to withdraw from the culture altogether.
But if we hurl our children forward into the culture without
giving equal attention helping them understand the
context of their culture, we contribute to the distortion of
the most important story they will ever hear.

This year, millions of Christian adults will set
out to celebrate the true meaning of Christmas. And all
throughout the season, their minds will drift from presents
under a tree, to reindeer in the sky, to shepherds gathered
around a manger. Even though they know the relative
importance of each in their minds, they will struggle to
truly feel it in their hearts. After years of rehearsing the
search for the holiday's significance, they may lose their
enthusiasm, grow indifferent, or become altogether
cynical about the holidays. Quietly, the true joy of
Christmas fades away.

Starting this year, why not give your child the
special gift of a single, clear focus for the occasion known
as Christmas. It's something he will appreciate for many

generations to come.
‘Along the Way’ CFH Newsletter Vol. 2 Issue 1
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If you have a GFI group running in your church and is not listed above, do email
dorcas.li@gdfi-singapore.org
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Christmas Programme—Christmas Angel
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GFI Singapore has published two children resource booklets: Breaking the Barrier and Treasure
Hunt with Mark. These are part of a series of children material
written by Mrs Lorna Jenkins.

Breaking the Barrier is a great children outreach tool. This is a
sticker booklet to guide children towards making their salvation
decisions. It is interactive as at each step of the good news
presentation, the child interacts by placing stickers at various
designated stops. We have seen many salvations through the use of
this booklet and the salvation decision by the child is very clear,
both to the child and to the person leading the child. It is at the
same time fun and yet deeply rooted on the truth. This is a great
break through in children salvation tools.

GOD'S True Story with Stickers

This is a 70-day devotional on the Gospel of Mark for Children. It
is an excellent follow up disciple tool for children who have just accepted Christ. The child
indeed will discover many treasures as he walks through the Book of Mark with the lively
questions and illustrations. Series is available for 2 age groups--5-8 years old and 9-12 years
old.
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Seasons Greetings!

GFI Singapore is thankful to all the many facilitators
who have in their own sacrifices made a difference
to the many families they have touched.

You have stored up treasures in heaven.

To the many families who have included GFI into their lives, families, homes this year
May the God Lord who have started this new work in you
See it to completion.

Wishing everyone one good health, peace and joy.
May you continue to see
the abundance of God in you life in the new year.
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